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THE BLACK
SARTY S ONE LACEP
NCE--IT I§ ONE OF
JRING PARTS
E PANTHERS.
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THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY WAS AN ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO SERYING THE COMMUNITY.

4

THE PANTHERS CREATED MORE THAN

60 "SURVIVAL PROGRAMS" TO HELP
COMMUNITIES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY,
INCLUDING THE FREE BREAKFAST FOR
SCHOOL CHILDREN PROGRAM, WHICH FED
THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN EVERY WEEK.




“NE'VE 6O
THAT §

FIGHT FIRE BEST WITH FIRE,

BUT WE SAY YOU PUT
FIRE 0UT BEST WITH WATER.

WE SAY YOU DON'T FIGHT

[ 70 FACE THE FACT & |
oME PEOPLE SAY YOU 5

T0 THE RANK AND FILE OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY—
THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO COOKED MEALS
FOR THE FREE BREAKFAST FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM,
DELIVERED NEWSPAPERS, AND WHO LIVED AND DIED
FOR THE PEOPLE. YOU WERE THE HEART AND SOUL

OF THE PARTY, AND THIS BOOK IS FOR YOU.
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THE WATTS UPRISING OF 1_%5::;\"5:5 o
1o BE THE PRE FOR

COME IN 1588 MORE THAN 1EN CITIES
ERUPTED IN \‘IDLENC‘E—-!I.J. IN

1O POLICE ACTIONS:

oN Wiy

CALLED THE MARCH AGAINST FEAR-
290-MILE MARCH FRCM MEMPHIS, ‘:'ﬂﬂ

1O JACKSON, MS.

e
S
MEREDITH PLANNED TO MARCH ALONE

AS AN ACT OF PROTEST AGAINST Racisy
AND TO ENCOURAGE VOTER REGISTRAT 05

| puri nis SECOND DAY ON THE ROAD,
I| meReDITH WAS SHOT BY A SNIPER.

AMIT THE FROTESTING, MARC

BLACK PEOPLE ALL #C:QS%S_.:M‘ 2

FOR A WAY TO MAKE A DIFFEREN hADD
ENCE

JUNE 5, 1956, CIVIL RIGHTS Act |

JAMES MEREDITH SET OUT ON WHAT ne |

'W_ITH._MI'_EREPJTH IN THE HOSPITAL, OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS
AND CRGANIZATIONS CARRIED. ON WITH HIS CAUSE, INCLUDING

i SNCC AND STOKELY CARMICHAEL.
ON JUNE 16, 1966, CARMICHAEL GAVE A POWERFLL SPEECH
10 A LARGE CROWD IN GREENWOOD, MS.

b
WE BEEN

WE WANT BLACK

SAYING "FREEDOM' FOR
POWER!

SIX YEARS NOW, AND WE WHAT WE GOT TO
AIN'T GOT NOTHING! START SAYING NOW IS
. "BLACK POWER"!

IS POINT THAT CARMICHAEL FORMALLY DISTANCED
; VIOLENT MOVEMENT, ANP

IN OAKLAND, CA, BOBEY SEALE A
B EALE AND
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DEFENSE IN OCTOBER 1966 —— BT~
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E 1940 CENSUS, WITH o b‘%L}s
LIVING IN CAKLAND

lap

'GONE AWAY AFTER WWII,

SHIPYARD AND FACTORY
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THERE WERE MANY INFLUENCES IN THE CREATION oF THE
FOR SELF-DEFENSE, BUT PERHAPS NONE MORE CRuCIA
A COMMUNITY ACTIVIST AND VIETNAM WAR VETERAN FrO

L

E BLACK PANTHER PARTY
CIAL THAN MARK COMFORT
™M OAKLAND

LHome!

' cramen . __lsd@mer
W fCeCrmente gy

COMFORT HAD SPENT TIME WORKING SECURITY IN LOWNDES COUNTY WITH
STOKELY CARMICHAEL, SNCC, AND THE LCFO. INSPIRED BY WHAT HE HAD SEEN
|N LOWNDES, COMFORT RETURNED TO CALIFORNIA IN 1965 TO FOUND THE
CAKLAND DIRECT ACTION COMMITTEE (ODAC), AN ORGANIZATION DED! CATED
To SERYING THE NEEDS OF POOR PECPLE IN THE COMMUNITY
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BY EARLY 1968, COMFORT AND
MEMBERS OF OPAC WERE

Alt PATROLLING THE STREETS OF

CAKLAND TO PROTECT THE BLACK
COMMUNITY FROM POLICE BRUTALITY.
FOR A TIME, COMFORT WOULD

S FOLLOW POLICE AFTER THEY TOOK

A SUSPECT INTO CUSTODY, AND
THEN POST BAIL FOR THE INDIYIPUAL
WHO HAD BEEN ARRESTED.

TOOTTTOTT

\ufllula L >
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COMFORT WAS THE
PIRECT LINK BETWEEN
THE LOWNDES COUNTY
BLACK PANTHER PARTY
AND THE PANTHERS THAT
WOULD FORM IN

~ OAKLANE. ALTHOUGH HE
NEYER OFFICIALLY JOINED
THE GROUF, COMFORT'S
ORGANIZATION, ODAC,
WAS A DIRECT
INSPIRATION FOR WHAT
WOULD BECOME THE
BLACK PANTHER PARTY _
FOR SELF-DEFENSE. Y
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HUEY NEWTCN STRUGGLED IN
SCHOOL, AND BY THE TIME HE
WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL, HE STILL
COULD NOT READ OR WRITE.
MUCH OF HIS TIME WAS SPENT
ON THE STREETS, FOLLOWING IN
THE FOOTSTEPS OF TWO OF HIS
OLDER BROTHERS, WHO WERE
PETTY CRIMINALS. WHILE IN HIGH
v SCHOOL, A COUNSELOR TOLD
ol : : ) L NEWTOM THAT HE WAS NOT

: : 81 avette 1 e MEANT FOR COLLEGE AND
WOULD DO NOTHING OF IMPOR-
TANCE WITH HIS LIFE. NEWTON
DECIPED TO PROVE HIM WRONG.

e
Opelousas
'-\ ' “3 orl Al

NEWTON LEARNED TO READ AND
WRITE, GRADUATED FROM HIGH
SCHOOL IN 1959, AND BEGAN
TTENDING MERRITT COLLEGE
IN DAXLAND. HE EXPANDED HIS
MIND BY READING THE WORKS
OF W. E. B, DU BOIS AND
s u \ FRANTZ FANON, AS WELL AS
- - y AT BOOKS LIKE RALPH ELLISON'S
i S5y 1 INVISIBLE MAN AND JAMES

. odlimi

. [ 1\ BALDWIN'S THE FIRE NEXT TIME
_S\acrame N LN
1Y

AT MERRITT, NEWTON MET
ACTIVIST DONALD WARDEN,
BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE
COLLEGE'S AFRO-AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION. NEWTON COULD
OFTEN BE FOUND DEBATING ON
AND ARCUND CAMPUS. AT THE
SAME TIME, HE WAS LEADING

SOMETHING OF A DOUBLE LIFE

WHILE STUDYING LAW BY Day,

NEWTON LED THE LIFE OF A
SMALL-TIME CRIMINAL AT NIGHT

B ! N HIS OWN WORDS, “I STUDIED

THE YOUNGEST OF ARMELIA AND WALTER [ § s Ao . (i 10 BECONE A BETER

NEWTON'S SEVEN CHILDREN, HUEY PERCY | it N ~ il

NEWTON WAS BORN ON FEBRUARY 17, 17 ;

IN MONROE, LA. IN 1945, THE NEWTON FAV

WA OF 1 GREN, MERATON. SECON?I IT WAS AT MERRITT COLLEGE

BLAGK FANLIES, T NOWIONS. 50 e | R ) THAT NEWTON MET BOBBY SEALE.

BLACK FAMILIES, THE NEwTONs FLED T BN B

SOUTH LOOKING FOR A BETTER LIFE.







/ WHAT'S THE POINT?
THERE'S ALREADY LAWS
AR BLACK FOLKS, Al
FOR , AND WHY Pasg

NONE OF THEM ARE
BEING ENFORCED




MALCOLM X WAS ASSASSINAre,

T

b S L g 4

MAN, THOSE

1N CATS ARE JIVE--AIN'T A
ROUBLE
SERIOUS e THING REVOLUTIONARY

1O FIND
RAM CAME ABOUT THEM.




THE GROWING BLACK
ENT, AND FRUSTRATED
THE BLACK ACTIVISTS

| N OAKLAND. :
azARTE TALKING ABOUT FORMING
iR OWN CRGANIZATION THEY

By STupiED THE WRITINGS OF

S PHiLOEDPHERS' LEADERS, AND

~ryi5TS, WHICH WOLLD BECOME THE
EOUNDATION OF THEIR NEW GROUR

THE POLICE ARRIVED, CLAIMING THAT S
WAS DISTURBING THE PEACE, AND ARRES ©
BOTH SEALE AND NEWTON




MARK COMEOR+
STARTED A GROUP
FOLLOWS THE POLICE agn
MAKING SURE THEY pop "
START NO TROUB( g A

JHING==FOLL o

Negroes with Guns Betert

THAT'S WHERE THE
POWER OF THE COFS

READING NEGROES WITH
BUNS TOO MUCH.

LIKE A GOOP |PEA

ANY COPS IF T DON'T

JUST WALK AROUND

I'VE BEEN STUDYING
THE LAW, FIBURING OUT

HOW IT ALL WORKS. FIGURING
' OUT WHAT'S LEGAL AND

YES, WE CAN--IT SAYS
SO IN THE UNITED STATES

MAN, THAT WOULP BE
SOMETHING ELSE
ROLLING UF ON

CARRYING GUNS, MA
SURE THEY DO RIGHT

Wegroes with Gy
NS foten
—_— e FIRE NEXT TIME BaLuwn

@ 77, 1966, MATTHEW “PEANT®
LLED BY POLICE IN HUNTERS

NEIGHBORHOOD N EASTERN

_OLD JOHNSON WAS SHOT
SETTING OFF THE HUNTERS

NING MONTH, THE UC BERKELEY CHAPTER
] SOCIETY HELD A CONFERENCE ON BLACK POWER

SPEAKERS WAS STOKELY CARMICHAEL

OF STUDENTS

WE ARE OPPRESSED AS A GROWP
BECAUSE WE ARE BLACK, NOT BECAUSE WE
ARE LAZY, NOT BECAUSE WE'RE APATHETIC, NOT
BECAUSE WE'RE STUPID, NOT BECAUSE WE SMELL
NOT BECAUSE WE EAT WATERMELON AND HAYE

GOOD RHYTHM. WE ARE OPPRESSED
BECAUSE WE ARE BLACK

- BERKELEY BROUGHT
UIZATIONS, AND IDEAS AT
F THE BLACK POWER
AREA. THIS PROVED
AND SEALE, WHO WERE
D MAKE A mFF'aRENCE,




ORGANIZING

OKAY. WHAT Haye
YOU GOT N mive

| B eeeN

— = = Y cALKING ABOUT THIS
Nﬂfﬁkc‘?m A '&"#&W [ oraanzaTioN FOR
At VAl A WHILE NOW...

pay THEY STARTED
THIS ORGANIZATION
[N ALABAMA, AND
THEY USE A BLACK
PANTHER AS THEIR
SYMBOL.

THE PANTHER
IS A FIERCE ANIMAL,
BUT (T WON'T ATTACK
UNTIL IT'S BACKED
INTO A CORNER.

WORKS FOR ME.
BUT WE NEED MORE
THAN JUST A NAME.

WE MEED
QAM- —GOMETHING

LATES TO THE PECPLE
ETHING THEY CAN
UNVERSTJ\ND

THIS HAS TO BE FOR

PLE ON THE STREETS.
BROTHERS AND SISTERS

LING TO BET BY.

WRITE THIS

DOWN: WHAT
WE WANT."

BOTH THEIR NEEDS AND
DESIRES. AND

WHAT WE BELIEVE.

WE BELIEVE THAT
BLACK PEOPLE WILL NOT BE
FREE UNTIL WE ARE ABLE
TO DETERMINE OUR OWN
DESTINY.

OVER THE COURSE OF SEVERAL DAYS IN
OCTOBER 1966, WHILE WCRKING OUT

QF THE NORTH DAKLAND NEIGHBORHOOD
ANTI-POVERTY CENTER, NEWTON AND SEALE
DPRAFTED THE TEN-POINT PROGRAM--THE
BUIDING DOCUMENT FOR THE ORGANIZATION

THEY WERE FORMING.




Ten Point Program:

1. We want freedom. We want power te
community. We believe that Blaok peop}

determing our destiny.

2. We want full

is responsible and
We beliave that if the White
then the means of production should be

the community 80 that the people of the c0
people and glve & high standard of 1iving.

obligated to glve every
American busin

3. We want an end to
We believe that this raocist go
overdue debt of forty acres and
100 years ago a8 retribution
accept the payment i ourrency whi

the Germans are now alding the Jews
The Germans murdered 6,000,
slaughter of over £0,000,000 Black ps

modest demand that we make.

4, We want decent housing, fit for shelter [of]
human beings. We believe that if the White
landlorde will not give decent housing to our Black
gommunity, then the housing and the land should
be made Into cooperatives so that our community,
with government ald, can build and make decent

housing for its people.

B. We want education for our people that
exposes the true nature of this decadent
American society. We want education that

teaches us our true history and our role

in the present day society. We believe in an
educational system that will give to our people

& knowledge of self. If a man doea not have

:do:;:dga of himself and his position in society
world, then he has little chance to relate

to anything else,

in the world

| :::; x:nl:o: people, are being Victimized by th,
.wh.m‘hnmn’ ot :: Arm,orm. We will protect ours:lv :
from the foree violence o, thnnnut.pollaund the raamt.mI

What We Wa

od
will not be fri

ent for our people. We
man emp.

taken
mmunity ¢

the robbery by the Whi
vernment has robbe

two mules. Forty acres
abor and mass murder of Black people. We vy,

for slave 1

ch will be distributed to OUr INany communitigg,
in Tsrasl for the genocide of the Jewish peopje
000 Jews. The American racist has taken part in the-
ople; therefore, we feel that thisis a

nt/ What We Believe

etermine the destiny of our Blac)
ge until we are able to

lJoyment or & guaranteed ing Omg
ess men will not give full employmey,
from the business men and placeq j,)
an organize and employ aj) ot thg

te man of our Black communit,,
d us and now we are demanding tlin
and two mules was pmmiseda

believe that the federal €overny,
fng

I
|
|

¢ an immediate end to Police Brutality

7. ﬁﬂ;:':w. oan end police brutality in our Black W.and Murder of Bla
ﬁat" 56 groups that are dedicated to dn.'e:..q-,: : ['.J”'f""-r;'w L chk D?Uple_
”!f peasion and brutality, The Becond Avnq‘:ﬁ T A S
p,,ucad States gives us the Pight t0 bear arms. We + rl s
it ',hould arm themselves for self defenge - wherefore belleve ¢ :
people I
we'"’“ freedom for all Black men held in federa]
3;“ and jails. We believe that all Black people q-,,,.fa 4 state, county ang oit
P ny Jaile and prisons because they have not Fecetved 4g:a:m from the ¢
9. We want all Black people when brought to trial to ol partial tria)
jory of their peer group or people from their Black "-'-Ommuitl-n court by a
e constitution of the United States. We believe that the copers 20
© the United Btates Constitution so that Black people wil
Tne 14th Amendment of the U.8. Constitution gives a man a:. aht
poors. A peor 182 person from a similar economic, soctal religio
it viranmﬂn"'a]- historical and racial background. To do Lt.mdu

40 select & Jury from the Black community from which the Black de
e have been, and are being tried by all White juries that have ek
of the "average reasoning man” of the Black community. e SARCARG

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and

peace. When in the course of human events, it becomes nacessary for
one people to dissolve the political bonds which :5:9’::
them with another, and to assume among the p “w-'*:‘s‘;
earth, the separate and squal station to which the e
nature and nature's god entitle them, a decent &
to the opinions of mankind requires that
declare the causes which impel them %o 8
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that &
are created equal, that they are endow 3
creator with certain inalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,
That to secure these rights, governments are
instituted among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed, that whenever
any form of government DeCOmes destructive
of these ends, it 1s the right of people to alter or

abolish it, and to institute new government, laying
and organizing its

its foundation on such principles
power in such form as to them shall seem most likely
to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed,
tablished should not

will dictate that governments long es
be changed for 1ight and transient causes; and acoordingly

all experience hath ghewn, that mankind are more disposed
to suffer, while evils are gufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms t0 which they are acoustomed. But Whan:me
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the Bﬂ, i
object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute f:lesu:mtism,ﬂde
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to pro

new guards for their future security.
19
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THIS IS G00F
I LIKE How you
g;MMdRIZEE‘ E\"ER!’THIN‘G
IN THE TENTH POINT

FOWER
STRUCTURE?
HUEY, THERE

AIN'T BUT TWO

OF US.

YOU CAN BE

THE CHAIRMAN, .,
T'lL BE MINISTER

- OF DEFENSE

THAT DOiSN
MATTER. WHAT DO YOU

WANT 7O BE, CHAIRMAN
OR MINISTER OF
DEFENSE?

TO ME. WHICH
el PO vou

aspar,

- L1

gnalfe

Alkins .
O O.f.f\.

Conway

N 1950 ROBERT JAMES HUTTC

1HE FIRS; MEMBER RECRUITED
WAS T PANTHER PARTY JUST 16 YEARS

] THE YOUNGEST
THE TIME HE WAS &
OLP'A; FLE\?GLING REYOLUTIONARIES

» nge2 ’

“. _P_ ~~/Bemor

ON'S FAMILY HAD MOVED FROM 5
as O CALIFORNIA [N 1953, AFTER
HARASSED AND THREATENED BY

KU KL% KLAN.

, POOR STUDENT, HUTTON DROFFED OUT
oF HigH scHooL NOT KNOWING HOW TO
<EAD, HE GOT A JOB AT THE NORTH
AKLAND NEIGHBORHOOD ANTI-POVERTY
CENTER, WHERE HE BEFRIENDED SE ALE,
WHO TAUSHT HUTTON HOW TO READ.

THE

SEALE TALKED TO HUTTON'S PARENTS TO GET
PERMISSION FOR HiM TO JOIN THE BLACK
PANTHERS. AFTER JOINING THE PARTY, SEALE
AND NEWTOM APPOINTED LIL' BOBBY AS
NATIONAL TREASURER--EVEN THOUGH THE
PANTHERS REALLY DIDN'T HAVE ANY MONEY.




TWO GUNS, HOWEVER, WERE
NOT GOING TO BE ENOCUGH

SHERWIN FORTE

CAKA SHERMAN

HUEY F. NEWTON.
BORN [N LOUISIANA

RICHARD AOKI, A LocaL
RADICAL IN THE CAKLAND
SCENE, PONATED &
THE PANTHERS. ACK| WAS
AN ARMY YETERAN WHC
SPENT PART OF HIS CHILD-
HOOD IN A JAPANESE
INTERNMENT CAMP

REGINALD FORTE.
BORN IN ALABAMA.

THAN A MONTH AFTER FORMING THE BLACK PANTHER PAR
ON HAD RECRUITED THEIR FIRST FOUR MEMBERS. ALL SIX

(BORN IN THE SOUTH.

¥

/E OF THE ORIGINAL SIX HAD RELOCATED TO CALIFORNIA AS PART

e | (WERE CHILDREN; ELBERT 'BIG MAN' HOWARD WAS THE ONY o
. CALIFORNIA FROM THE SOUTH AS AN ADULT

m ORIGINAL MEMBERS WERE FROM A YOUNGER GE NERATION THAT WAS SU FROSED ;‘
THEIR PREDECESSL

THEIR PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS. UNFORTUNATELY] RO ety AT,
BE LIFE AWAITED IN NORTHERN CITIES HAD PROVEN FALSE. UNEMPLOY! z» OvE ;
",\“0'-"55 BRUTALITY PLAGUED THE BLACK COMMUNITY IN THE NORTH AS WE--

THESE YOUNG MEN MC‘

KE THEIR PARENTS WHO HAD FLED THE SOUTH,
NST THE 3VST—\‘|‘-

ONLY CHOICE WAS TO DEFEND THEMSELVES AGA!



THE UITTLE
RED BOOK BY
T KNOW CHAIRMAN MAO.
HOW WE CAN MAKE THIS THING IS
SOME CASH T0 HOT--EVERYONE
BUY BUNS j S TALKING
ABOUT IT.

WE COULD SELL
THESE THINGS ON CAMPUS
OVER AT BERKELEY. THEM
RADICALS WILL GO CRAZY

OVER THIS THING.

RIGHT ON.

) I'YE JUST GOT
Rl ONE GUESTION...

GONNA GET COPIES I KNOW
F
OF THE RED BOCK A PLACE OVER IN
SAN FRANCISCO.




