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Speaker Biographies 

William A. (“Sandy”) Darity Jr. is the Samuel DuBois Cook Professor of Public Policy, 
African and African American Studies, and Economics and the director of the Samuel DuBois 
Cook Center on Social Equity at Duke University. He has served as chair of the Department of 
African and African American Studies and was the founding director of the Research Network 
on Racial and Ethnic Inequality at Duke. Previously he served as director of the Institute of 
African American Research, director of the Moore Undergraduate Research Apprenticeship 
Program, director of the Undergraduate Honors Program in economics, and director of Graduate 
Studies at the University of North Carolina. at Chapel Hill.   
 
A. Kirsten Mullen is a writer, folklorist, museum consultant, and lecturer whose work focuses 
on race, art, history, and politics.  Mullen is the founder of Artefactual, an arts-consulting 
practice, and Carolina Circuit Writers, a literary consortium that brings expressive writers of 
color to the Carolinas. She was a member of the Freelon Adjaye Bond concept development 
team that was awarded the Smithsonian Institution’s commission to design the National Museum 
of African American History and Culture. Under the auspices of the North Carolina Arts Council 
she worked to expand the Coastal Folklife Survey. As a faculty member with the Community 
Folklife Documentation Institute, she trained students to research and record the state’s African 
American music heritage. Kirsten was a consultant on the North Carolina Museum of History’s 
“North Carolina Legends” and “Civil Rights” exhibition projects. Her writing in museum 
catalogs, journals, and in commercial media includes “Black Culture and History Matter” (The 
American Prospect), which examines the politics of funding black cultural institutions 
 
Justin Hansford is a Howard University School of Law Professor of Law where he is the 
Executive Director of the Thurgood Marshall Civil Rights Center, and is a U.S. Representative to 
the United Nations Permanent Forum on People of African Descent.  Professor Hansford was 
previously a Democracy Project Fellow at Harvard University, a Visiting Professor of Law at 
Georgetown University Law Center, and an Associate Professor of Law at Saint Louis 
University. He has a B.A. from Howard University and a J.D. from Georgetown University Law 
Center, where he was a founder of the Georgetown Journal of Law and Modern Critical Race 
Perspectives. Professor Hansford also has earned a Fulbright Scholar award to study the legal 
career of Nelson Mandela, and served as a clerk for Judge Damon J. Keith on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  Professor Hansford is a leading scholar and activist in the 
areas of critical race theory, human rights, and law and social movements. He is a co-author of 
the forthcoming Seventh Edition of Race, Racism and American Law, the celebrated legal 
textbook that was the first casebook published specifically for teaching race-related law courses. 
His interdisciplinary scholarship has appeared in academic journals at various universities, 
including Harvard, Georgetown, Fordham, and the University of California at Hastings. He also 
is a member of the Stanford Medicine Commission on Justice and Equity. 
 
Rebecca Zietlow is associate dean for academic affairs, Distinguished University Professor, and 
the Charles W. Fornoff Professor of Law and Values at The University of Toledo College of 
Law, where she teaches constitutional law, federal courts, and constitutional litigation.  Professor 



Zietlow is a member of the Burlington, Vermont Reparations Task Force.  In 2020, Zietlow was 
elected a fellow of the American Bar Foundation. She received the University's Creative and 
Scholarly Activity Award in 2018 and the UToledo Outstanding Faculty Research and 
Scholarship Award in 2012. She formerly served as chair of the Association of American Law 
Schools Section on Constitutional Law and its Section on Women and Legal 
Education.  Professor Zietlow's scholarly interest is in the study of the Reconstruction Era, 
including the meaning and history of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments. Professor 
Zietlow is also an expert on constitutional theory, examining constitutional interpretation outside 
of the courts. Her most recent book, The Forgotten Emancipator: James Mitchell Ashley and the 
Ideological Origins of Reconstruction was published by Cambridge University Press in 2017. 
Her first book, Enforcing Equality: Congress, the Constitution, and the Protection of Individual 
Rights (NYU Press 2006), studies the history of congressional protection of rights, and the 
implications of that history for constitutional theory. Her work has been published in the 
Columbia Law Review, Boston University Law Review, Ohio State Law Journal, Florida Law 
Review, the Wake Forest Law Journal, and the University of Pennsylvania Journal of 
Constitutional Law, amongst other publications.  Zietlow received her B.A. from Barnard 
College and her J.D. from Yale Law School. 
 
Tanya Katerí Hernández is the Archibald R. Murray Professor of Law at Fordham University 
School of Law (USA), where she is an Associate Director of the Center on Race, Law, & Justice 
and its Head of Global and Comparative Law Programs & Initiatives.  Hernández is an 
internationally recognized comparative race law expert and a Fulbright Scholar who holds a B.A. 
from Brown University and a law degree from Yale University.  Professor Hernández previously 
served as a Law and Public Policy Affairs Fellow at Princeton University, a Faculty Fellow at 
the Institute for Research on Women at Rutgers University; a Faculty Fellow at the Fred T. 
Korematsu Center for Law and Equality, and as a Scholar in Residence at the Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture. Professor Hernández is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, 
the American Law Institute, and the Academia Puertorriqueña de Jurisprudencia y 
Legislación.   Professor Hernández’s scholarly interest is in the study of comparative race 
relations and anti-discrimination law, and her work in that area has been published in numerous 
university law reviews, book chapters and in news outlets like the New York Times.  Her books 
include Racial Subordination in Latin America: The Role of the State, Customary Law and the 
New Civil Rights Response (including Spanish and Portuguese translation editions), Brill 
Research Perspectives in Comparative Law: Racial Discrimination, and Multiracials and Civil 
Rights: Mixed-Race Stories of Discrimination. Beacon Press is publishing her forthcoming book 
Racial Innocence: Unmasking Latino Anti-Black Bias and The Struggle for Equality. 


























































