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Introductmn

: Th1s isa’ hxstory book about us. It is about a
history that has been denied us by lies:about what
‘we are and what we have been. It is a book with
pictures that can be colored with crayons. But
most of all, this is a book to be used. This is a book
we helped make and can continue to help make
(and not just with crayons). What all of this
means is that this is really a history book about us
today, as well as about us yesterday.

What we learn from this book about us is
that there is a lot about us that we don’t know.
Which raises the question why we don’t know.
That big question why is a threat and a challenge
to the people who have kept us from knowing us.
Which makes this a very dangerous book to those
who don’t want us to know about us. Probably it
won’t be used in any schools, except for the schools
we make.

You see, to ask questions really means to
try and find truth, which really means to ask more
questions. To ask more questions means to make
more challenges, which really means to do things
yvou think are important to you. That’s dangerous




























Eleanor Roosevelt once
said, “The nation cannot ex-
pect colored people to feel
that the United States is
worth defending if the Negro
continues to be treated as he
is now.” Do you agree with
this?

slavery. Through laws and in the courts, legal
slavery was ended in the North.

It looked like slavery would die in the South
too. But then the cotton gin was invented. The gin
meant that people could clean cotton much faster
than before and make more money selling it.
People in the South decided to keep their slaves
and grow cotton. To them, making money was
more important than freedom and equality for all
men.







































were killed too. That started the first Seminole
war.

The war ended in 1818, In 1835, a runaway
slave girl who had married a Seminole warrior
was caught and sent back to slavery. Her angry
husband led the Seminoles in an attack which
started the second Seminole war. During this war
at least 500 Negroes were caught and sent back
into slavery. Many more Indians were killed. ‘L he
reason the government gave for the wars was
Indian attacks. But the real reason for both wars
was to get back some of the slaves who had run
away.

The Seminoles and the Negroes stuck to-
gether. In 1839, when the Indians and the govern-
ment made peace, the Seminoles were sent to live
in Oklahoma. And the black Indians went with
the red ones.
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What about Indians and
other minority groups to-
day? Do Negroes and minor-
ity groups work together?
Should they? What can hap-
pen when they do? What
are reservations like today?












York law freed all the slaves in that state. She
was a very religious woman and she believed in
freedom. One day she walked out of New York
City carrying a bag of clothes and 25 cents. She
started to preach freedom all over the country.
She changed her name to Sojourner Truth. So-
journer means someone who stays for only a little
while and then -goes on. Sojourner travelled, stop-
ping here and then there, and always talking about
freedom.

She would tell the story of going out to look
at o wheat field. She saw the wheat standing there
so big and tall. She took ahold of the wheat and
there was no wheat there. So she asked God,
“What is the matter with this wheat?” And God
said, “Sojourner, there is a little weasel init.” (She
meant weevil.)

And then she would talk -about the Consti-
tution and the rights of man. She said, “I come
up and I takes hold of this Constitution-and I feels
for my rights but there ain’t-any there. Then I
says, ‘God, what-ails this Constitution?” And He
says to me, ‘Sojourner, there is a little ‘weasel it
i.t" 23

Sojourner was a famous-abolitionist talker.
Few of the many people who listened to this tall,
dark woman ever forgot her.
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W hat role do women play
in the Movement today?
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