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Women of Color Studies/Ethnic Studies

This Bridge Called My Back... has served as a significant rallying call for women of color
for a generation, and this new edition keeps that call alive at a time when divisions prove
ever more stubborn and dangerous. A much-cited text, its influence has been visible
and broad both in academia and among activists. We owe much of the sound of our
present voices to the brave scholars and ézminists whose ideas and ideals crowd its pages.

—Shirley Geok-lin Lim
UC Santa Barbara

This Bridge Called My Back... dispels all doubt about the power of a single text to radi-
cally transform the terrain of our theory and practice. Twenty years after its publica-
tion, we can now see how it helped to untether the production of knowledge from its
disciplinary anchors—and not only in the field of women'’s studies. This Bridge has
allowed us to define the promise of research on race, gender, class and sexuality as pro-
foundly linked to collaboration and coalition-building. And perhaps most important, it
has offered us strategies for transformative political practice that are as valid today as
they were two decacfels ago.

—Angela Davis
UC Santa Cruz

This book is a manifesto—the 1981 declaration of a new politics "U.S. Third World
Feminism." No great de-colonial writer, from Fanon, Shaarawi, Blackhawk, or Sartre, to
Mountain Wolf Woman, de Beauvior, Saussure, or Newton could have alone proclaimed
this "politic born of necessity." This politic denies no truths: its luminosities drive into
and through our bodies. Writers and readers alike become shape-shifters, are invited to
enter the shaman/witness state, to invoke power differently. "W.S. Third World
Feminism" requires a re-peopling: the creation of planetary citizen-warriors. This book
is a guide that directs citizenl:Iv shadowed in hate, terror, suffering, disconnection, and
pain toward the light of social justice, gender and erotic liberation, peace, and revolu-
tionary love. This Bridge... transits our dreams, and brings them to the real.

—cChela sandoval
UC Santa Barbara
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We learned to live with these contradictions. This is the root
of our radicalism.

Notes

1. Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior (New York: Vintage,
1977), 35.

2. From a talk given at The Women’s Building sponsored by The
Feminist Writers’ Guild. San Francisco, November 1979.
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